M ark E Smith in conversation with M ichael Stewart ± H uddersfield L iteratu re Festival
2009

Lawrence Batley Theatre

MS

7KDQNV YHU\ PXFK IRU FRPLQJ DORQJ 0DUN :HOFRPH WR +XGGHUVILHOG , NQRZ ,¶YH
already spoken to you before about this, but I think a lot of your fans will want to
NQRZVROHW¶VJHWWKHKLSRXWRIWKHZD\ILUVWRIDOO

MES The hip ?
MS

The hip yes. How is the hip? How did you break your hip? And how is it now?

MES The hip priest. Have you bought any records in the past twenty years ? [the intro
music was The Hip Priest].

Audience laugh.
MS

No I just download them.

MES Oh right. No, LW¶V fine now. ,¶PMXVWJODGWRVWDQGXS
MS

%HFDXVH \RX KDG D WKHRU\ DERXW WKLV GLGQ¶W \RX %HFDXVH \RX¶YH EURNH \RXU KLS
before.

MES Yeah, five years.
MS

And you KDYHDWKHRU\GRQ¶W\RXDERXWZK\\RXNHHSEUHDNLQJ\RXUKLS:KDW¶VWKH
theory?

MES ,GRQ¶WVLWGRZQ

Audience laugh.
MS

6RLW¶V\RXUERG\WHOOLQJ\RXWRVLWGRZQ ?

MES I think so, yeah.
MS

,W¶VTXLWHDFOHDU PHVVDJHUHDOO\«1RZWKDQNV IRUFRPLQJDORQJ this evening but I
PXVWVD\,¶PVXUSULVHGDOLWWOHELWEHFDXVH,NQRZ\RXGRQ¶WQRUPDOO\GRHYHQWVOLNH
this. What was it about this particular event that appealed to you Mark ?

MES <RXZURWHPHDOHWWHUVD\LQJWKDW,¶GFKDQJHG\RXUOLIH

Audience laughs.
MS

$QGWKDW¶Vwhat it was?

MES :HOO,¶YHGRQHDIHZRWKHUV This seems to be going alright.
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MS

6RIDU«/HW¶VZDLWDQGVHHVKDOOZH

Audience laughs.
MES Why are you playing Fall records from 1982? [he is still having a dig at me for
playing Hip Priest].
MS

, WKRXJKW LW ZDV DSSURSULDWH« 1RZ ZH DUH JRLQJ WR WDON PDLQO\ DERXW \RXU
DXWRELRJUDSK\ LI WKDW¶V RN :H¶YH JRW %RUGHUV RXWVLGH ZLWK FRSLHV RI \RXU ERRN
which is now available in paperback. [To audience] Mark has kindly agreed to stay
behind after the event to sign copies. %HIRUHWKDW,¶GMXVWOLNHWRVKRZ\RXDVKRUWFOLS
which I was going to say, I hope you enjoy, but I hope, in a strange way, that you
GRQ¶WHQMR\LW,WKLQNWKDWZLOOPDNHVHQVHRQFH\RX¶YHVHHQLW

The Country Life Butter advert is played featuring John Lydon. Audience laugh immediately.
MES 7KDW¶VDSHUVRQRIIWKHWHOO\
MS

1RZ , GRQ¶W ZDQW WR GHQLJUDWH -RKQ /\GRQ ,¶YH JRW D ORW RI UHVSHFW IRU WKH 6H[
Pistols and for early Public Image Limited, but tell me what do you think and feel
when you watch that footage?

MES What are showing that for ?
MS

I have got a serious point believe it or not. Which is this, the sheer longevity of The
)DOOLVSHUKDSVRQHRI\RXUJUHDWHVWDFKLHYHPHQWV:H¶UHWROGWKDWURFNEDQGVVKRXOG
burn out or fade away, you seem far away from doing either.

MES So you had to show a commercial ?

Audience laughs.
MS

:KDW ,¶P VD\LQJ LV Zhat do you think it is about you, when say John Lydon, well
SUDFWLFDOO\HYHU\RQHHOVHLQWKHEXVLQHVVGHFOLQHFUHDWLYHO\"<RX¶UHVtill going after
33 years and Lydon is making butter commercials.

MES :KDW¶V/\GRQ"'R\RXPHDQ-RKQQ\5RWWHQ"
MS

Yeah.

MES ,WKLQN5RWWHQZDVDOZD\V«+HKDGQRLGHDVRIKLVRZQ<RXNQRZSLQFKHG
MS

And is that the difference?

MES 3UREDEO\\HDK«+H¶VDlot older than me you know.
MS

Is he ?

6RPHRQHIURPWKHDXGLHQFHVKRXWVRXWµKH¶VDFXQW¶ZKLFKJHWVDODXJK
MS

'LGQ¶W\RXVD\DERXWKLVDXWRELRJUDSK\WKDWLWZDVµPLGGOHFODVVSURSDJDQGD¶"
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MES Who said that?
MS

'LGQ¶W\RXVD\WKDW"

MES ,¶YHQHYHUUHDGit.
MS

Have you not?

MES No.
*HW¶VDELJODXJK
MS

Well I misread that then.

MES I have this problem with people going round pretending to be me.
MS

AppareQWO\WKHUH¶VVRPHRQHRQ)DFH%RRN

MES I know, yeah.
MS

Maybe it was him then.

MES I track them down in the end. It just takes a year or two.
MS

/HW¶VWDONDERXW\RXUDXWRELRJUDSK\

MES Renegade, yeah.
MS

<RX VD\ LQ \RXU ERRN WKDW \RX ZDQW LW WR EH µ0HLQ .DPSI IRU WKH +ROO\RDNV
JHQHUDWLRQ¶LW¶VDWHUULILFDSKRULVPEXWZKDWGRHVLWPHDQ"

MES I never said that.

G HW¶VDKXJHODXJK6RPHRQHVKRXWVµOLDU¶
MS

,W¶VLQWKHERRN

MES :KDW \RX¶YH JRWWR UHPHPEHU ULJKW LV WKDW WKH JKRVW ZULWHU KH¶V D JRRG NLG DQG KH
meant well, but it happens a lot to me this, the more I get to know people, the more
they try and EHOLNHPH:K\,GRQ¶WNQRZEXWLW¶VOLNHZKHQ\RXVHHWKRVHIHOODVZKR
ZULWHDERXW&URPZHOODQGWKH\¶YHJRW2OLYHU&URPZHOOKDLUDQGDOOWKDW
MS

So he said that, not you ?

MES +H ZDV SRVVHVVHG E\ P\ VSLULW 7KHUH¶V QRWKLQJ \RX FDQ GR DERXW LW EHFDXVH if you
worry about it you end up going mad.
MS

,¶PQRWVXUHWKDWDQVZHUVWKHTXHVWLRQEXW«

MES Mein Kampf ± DVLI,¶GVD\WKDW ? Mein Kampf ? [laughs at the absurdity of it]. One
day with him I was looking through this bag and I came across these lyrics and I
WKRXJKWZKR¶VZURWHWKDW ? Some kind of weirdo ? Then I realised it was me.
3  
  

gets big laugh.
MS

, UHDG VRPHZKHUH WKDW \RX ZDQWHG WR VHW WKH UHFRUG VWUDLJKW ZLWK WKLV ERRN 7KDW¶V
XQGHUVWDQGDEOH $ ORW KDV EHHQ ZULWWHQ DERXW \RX WKDW¶V XQDXWKRULVHG RU LQaccurate.
What were the main things you wanted to set straight then?

MES , ZDQWHG LW WR EH PRUH D VRUW RI FKHDS FULPH QRYHO DQG RQH RI WKRVH IRRWEDOOHU¶V
biographies, I always thought they were very funny. So a cheap crime novel with a
IRRWEDOOHU¶VWKLQJ,ZDQWHGWRGRLWOLNHµ,UHPHPEHUP\ILUVWJLJ¶ but it got out
of hand because the publishers who did football biographies like Ian Wright wanted to
do it but then Penguin stepped in.
MS

So did that spoil your plans ?

MES No, it was better.
MS

Forgive me Mark, but in that case, I think the book is very far away from your
LQWHQWLRQ<RXZDQWHGLWWREHDOLVWRIWKHEHVWKRWHOVDQGWKHEHVWGULQNVGLGQ¶W\RX ?

MES Who told you that ?

Big laugh.
MS

<RXWROGPH«1RZWKHRSHQLQJFKDSWHUWDONLQJDERXWVHtting the record straight, the
American tour in 2006 with Ben, Steve and Spencer ± IRUWKRVHZKR¶YHQRWUHDGWKH
book, do you want to just explain what happened on that tour?

MES Well I sat down and told them that there was going to be two or three months away
from home. Very typical Manc musicians. No problem, no problem. They all sort of
cracked up after a few weeks. People seem to crack about three weeks. People tend to
FUDFNXSZKHQWKH\¶UHDURXQGPH
MS

Why is that ?

MES ,GRQ¶WNQRZ
MS

Do you think you put them under pressure ?

MES :HOO,GRQ¶WJHWRQYHU\ZHOOZLWKPXVLFLDQV
MS

That comes across, why do you think that is ?

MES ,MXVWWKRXJKWLWZRXOGEHDYHU\LQWHUHVWLQJUHDGUHDOO\7KLQJVGRQ¶WFKDQJHZLWKWKH
music business or with the literar\ EXVLQHVV RU WKH DFWLQJ EXVLQHVV 7KHUH¶V D ORW RI
DUVH OLFNHUV7KH\ VD\WKLQJVWR\RXUIDFH«,¶P YHU\ OXFN\ LQDZD\WRXFKZRRG,
FDQGHWHFWWKDW7KH\ EHDU PH QRJUXGJH,ZDQWHGWRFDOOWKH ERRNµ7KH7ZR<HDU
*DS¶3HRSOHVHHPWRUHDOLVHDIWHUWZR\HDUVZKDWWKH\¶YHGRQHZURQJDQGWKH\FRPH
back.
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MS

2N ZHOO ,¶OO WHOO \RX VRPHWKLQJ HOVH , HQMR\HG DERXW WKH ERRN 0DUN ZDV WKH HDUO\
anecdotes about your childhood. My favourite is a game you played with your sisters
called Japanese Prison Camp ± can you just explain what that was?

MES I always had to babysit four or five girls. I was the oldest child. My parents were
ZRUNLQJLWZDVWKHRQO\VROXWLRQ6R,XVHGWRVD\\RXFDQ¶WJRRXWWLOO\HUPDPDQG
GDGJHWEDFN7KHQ,XVHGWRJRRXW7KH\GLGQ¶WKDYe babysitters in them days.
MS

%XWLW¶VDOPRVWOLNHWKHILUVW)DOOJURXS7KH)DOOLQHPEU\REHFDXVHWKDW¶VKRZ\RX
UHKHDUVHLVQ¶WLW ?

MES 'RQ¶WJHWFOHYHU

Big laugh.
MS

Have your sisters forgiven you for that game.

MES Oh yeah.
MS

No lasting traumas ?

MES :HOOWKH\DUHPDUULHGWR+HOO¶V$QJHOV[he laughs at the irony of this].
MS

They got off lightly then... I tell you what else interested me in the book. You say that
when you ZHUH\RXFRXOGQ¶WVWDQGPXVLF7KDW\RXKDWHGLW$QG\RXVD\ODWHUWKDW
when you left school you just wanted to sign on get a flat, take drugs, and avoid work.
But then two years later ±

MES ,KDYHQ¶WUHDGWKHVHELWV

Big laugh.
MS

:HOOWZR\HDUVODWHU\RX¶YHJRWDYLVLRQWRSXWSULPLWLYHPXVLFZLWKLQWHOOLJHQWO\ULFV.
In other words you had a strong vision of what you wanted The Fall to be. What
happened in between to change you?

MES My vision was to leave the house as quick as possible. Which is probably unusual for
you innit ?
MS

What is ?

MES Leaving the house ?

Gets a big laugh.
MS

Well, yeah.

MES No, my ambition was to leave the house because it was too crowded.
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MS

But it is a big gap though to say you hated music and then to have that vision.

MES ,WLVWKH LURQLFDOWKLQJEXWWKDW¶VZKDWNHSWPHJRLQJRQ,QHYHUWKRXJKW rock music
was of the quality I wanted it to be.
MS

You say about your own writing that you get very frustrated with yourself LI\RX¶YH
not written on a particular day. You also say that you find it hard to motivate yourself
sometimes, as a writer. What type of writer are you? I mean, do you sit down at a
desk for say 3 hours a day, or are you more sporadic?

MES <HDK,ZULWHHYHU\GD\<HDK%XWDORWRILWLVUXEELVK,¶PDYHU\VHULRXVVHOI-editor.
MS

I think a lot of people think of you in terms of a beat writer, very spontaneous, valuing
WKH URXJK KHZQHVV RI VRPHWKLQJ JHWWLQJ LW RXW DV D ILUVW GUDIW EXW , JXHVV \RX¶UH D
more disciplined writer than that. Do you go through a lot of drafts ?

MES , WKLQN WKHUH¶V D ELW RI D GLVHDVH LQ (QJOLVK ZULWLQJ ,I LW¶V D UHDOO\ WKLFN ERRN LW¶V
goodZKLFK LVVWUDQJH :KDW, IRXQGGRLQJWKDWERRNLVWKDW LW¶VD ORWWRXJKHUWKDQ
doing a record. A record can be a pain in the arse, especially in the studio, especially
the musicians, but a book, it goes on for ages anGWKH HQG SURGXFW LVQ¶W SDUWLFXODUO\
JRRG,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKHUHDUHUHDOO\DQ\VPDVKLQJ%ULWLVKILOPVRUJRRG%ULWLVKERRNV
MS

Are you still as avid a reader as you once were?

MES Very much so, yeah.
MS

:KDWKDYH\RXUHDGWKDW¶VJRRGUHFHQWO\

MES I think LW¶VDELWVDGZKHQ\RXKDYHWRVWDUWUHDGLQJ(YHO\Q:DXJKDQGDOOWKDWFUDS
<RX NQRZ ZKDW , PHDQ JR EDFN WR 5D\PRQG &KDQGOHU MXVW WR« &RV , GR OLNH
reading.
MS

2N ZHOO OHW¶V JR WR WKH Iormative moment, of seeing The Sex Pistols at the Lesser
Free TradH+DOOLQDQGWKLQNLQJ,¶PQRWDVEDGDVWKDW%XWLI\RXKDGQ¶WVHHQ
the Sex Pistols, do you think you would have formed The Fall?

MES , KDG D JURXS IURP  DQ\ZD\ , MXVW UHDG SRHWU\ DQG SOD\HG JXLWDU 7KDW¶V KRZ LW
came about. We used to have poety readings with the mental nurses.
MS

This is Prestwich Hospital ?

MES Yeah.
MS

Which is now a garage or something.

MES Tesco.
MS

I worked there many years ago.

MES Where ?
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MS

Prestwich Hospital.

MES Did you ?
MS

Yeah, as a care assistant. They had cats in the cellar.

MES Not nurses ?
MS

No it was run by cats.

MES Funny you should say that, because when I lived opposite it, I found the patients more
sane than the fucking staff. Started a lot of our songs off, you know, Psycho-Mafia,
stuff like that.
MS

And that song was based on those people ?

MES Sort of, yeah.
MS

I used to take them to the pub on a Sunday, some of the patients. The Church pub.
And punters used to get confused as to who were the nurses and who were the
patients.

MES It happened all the time, yeah. The nurses used to sit down cross legged listening to
3LQN)OR\GDQGWKH\XVHGWRDWWDFNPHEHFDXVH,GLGQ¶WZDQWWROLVWHQWRLW
MS

7KHFKHHNRILW«,VXSSRVHZKDW,¶PVD\LQJZLWKWKH6H[3LVWROVDORWRI\our songs,
are more like short storieV 7KHUH¶V D QDUUDWLYH DQG WKH\¶UH SHRSOHG E\ LQWULJXLQJ
FKDUDFWHUVDQGXQXVXDOSRLQWVRIYLHZ,QRWKHUZRUGVWKHUH¶VDOLWHUDU\TXDOLW\DERXW
them. What would you be doing now then, if the Fall had never happened do you
think? Would you be writing short stories, plays, novels, films?

MES ,¶YHWKRXJKWDERXWWKLVPDVWHURIDOOWUDGHV,GRQ¶WWKLQNLWZRUNVUHDOO\
MS

Do you think you were destined to be in The Fall then ?

MES <HDK,GR\HDK3HRSOHVD\,¶PDFRQWUROIUHDN«
MS

%XWZKDW\RXGRLW¶VFROODERUDWLYH\RXFDQ¶WFRQWURODOOWKRVHHOHPHQWV

MES I agree.
MS

<RXVD\LQWKHERRNWKDW7KH)DOODUHDERXWWKHSUHVHQWDQGWKDW¶VLW

MES Yeah, I wanted it to be topical but not dated. So that in years to come it would still
mean something. I mean all that stuff you were playing from 1982, a lot of people
younger than you can relate to it, but at the time we were scum. What you say about
-RKQQ\5RWWHQZHFRXOGQ¶WJHWZRUNEHFDXVHVRPHRIXVKDGORQJKDLUDOOWKLVFUDS
DQG ZH GLGQ¶W SOD\ KHDY\ PHWDO VR , GRQ¶W UHDOO\ HPSDWKLVH ZLWK ZKDW \RXU VD\LQJ,
because you were only ten or something.
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MS

Well, I discoved The Fall when I was eighteen, 1989.

MES: ,NQRZ,¶YHJRWWKHOHWWHU
MS

[To the audience] KH¶VEURXJKWWKHOHWWHUZLWKKLP

MES: [Singing] I was walking down the street and I went past the venue and I heard this
thumping...

Audience in uproar.
...sorry I shouldQ¶W have done that.
MS

,W¶VDOULJKW0DUNIt was The Venue next to The Hacienda.

MES Was it.
MS

Your sister was in there in fact.

MES [To the audience] VRKH¶VQLQHWHHQDQGKHZDONVSDVWDFOXE
MS

:KDW¶VZURQJZLWKWKDW"

MES: Nothing.
MS:

*RRG 1RZ \RX¶YH ZULWWHQ DERXW WKH ORRN-back bores, people who are unduly
obsessed with the past. There seems to be a lot of it about at the moment. Bands
getting back together. You wrote Reformation ±

MES Reformation was about the reformation of The Fall because I keep having to do it, it
GRHVQ¶WPDWWHUKRZ\RXQJRUROGWKHPXVLFLDQVDUHLW¶VMXVWVRPHWKLQJWKDW,KDYHWR
keep doing.
MS

,W¶VZK\EDQGV IDOODSDUWWKRXJKLI\RXGRQ¶WGRWKDW

,GLGQ¶WFDWFKZKDW ME S said here.
MS

I like what you say about writing about place in the book you say that writing about
3UHVWZLFK LV MXVW DV YDOLG DV 'DQWH ZULWLQJ DERXW KLV LQIHUQR 7KDW¶V DQ LQWHUHVWLQJ
comparison...

MES The ghost writer wrote that.

Big laugh.
Dante?
MS

%XW\RXZULWHDERXWSODFHRIWHQLQ\RXUZRUNGRQ¶W\RXEXW\RX¶UHQRWDUHDOLVWZULWHU
HYHQWKRXJK\RXUZRUNLVILUPO\URRWHGLQ\RXUHQYLURQPHQW7KHUH¶VDVWURQJIDQWDV\
HOHPHQW ,¶P WKLQNLQJ RI D VRQJ OLNH µ:KDW DERXW 8V¶ :KLFK VHHPV WR EH DERXW DQ
East German rabbit that comes to Manchester as an immigrant and is happy until the
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day it finds out that Harold Shipman has been giving out drugs to old ladies. Every
time I hear that song it makes me laugh. But is it just a comedy song or do you mean
something more by it?
MES 1RLW¶VWUXH
MS

Is it satire ?

MES 1R D ORWRI WKHVH (DVHUQ (XURSHDQ IHOODV \RX PHHW DUH JURVVO\ GLVDSSRLQWHG7KDW¶V
ZK\WKH\¶UHSOXPEHUV7KH\¶UHFUXVKHG
MS

6RZKDW¶VWKe rabbit got to do with it then ?

MES :KDWGR\RXPHDQZKDW¶VWKHUDEELWJRWWRGRZLWKLW ?
MS

<RXZURWHLW,¶PMXVWVD\LQJZKDW¶VWKHUH.

MES Did you actually think it was about a rabbit ?

Gets a huge laugh.
MS

<RX¶YHVSRLOWLWIRUPHQRZ0DUN

MES You thought it was a rabbit ?

Another huge laugh.
MES East German, drug dealer, Shipman ±
MS

Well, yeah, I know who Shipman was.

MES 1RW6KLSPDQWKDW¶VWKHGRFWRU7KHPDLQFKDUDFWHULVDQ(DVW*HUPDQ
MS

Who comes over to Manchester ±

MES Not Manchester, why Manchester ?
MS

Well, north Britain. Quite likes it, then finds out Harold Shipman ±

MES That he can get drugs from his surgery.
MS

And the moral of the story is ?

MES ,GRQ¶WNQRZ

Big laugh.
He feels disappointed.
MS

He does feel disappointed ± I feel for that rabbit.

MES Did you actually think he was a rabbit ?
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MS

I did Mark, yeah.

ME S shakes his head in pity and disbelief.
Big laugh.
MS

The writer who seems to have had the biggest influence on you from Dragnet onwards
really, you quote Blake in DrDJQHW µ, PXVW FUHDWH D QHZ UHJLme or be enslaved by
DQRWKHUPDQ¶V¶

MES Is this from the book ?
MS

1RLW¶VIURP'UDJQHW$QGWKHQRQDPRUHUHFHQWDOEXP7KH8QXWterable, you have a
song all about William Blake. What makes him so important as an artist to you ?

MES I like his writing more than his art.
MS

,¶PDELJIDQP\VHOI+HZULWHVLQDSKRULVPVDQGVRPHWLPHV\RXZULWHLQWKDWPRGH
and you like Nietzsche as well, is that right ?

MES Most of his stuff.
MS

$QGLW¶VWKDWTXDOLW\DJDLQRIDSKRULVPV

MES BODNHZURWHWKLQJVWKDWSHRSOHGLGQ¶WUHDOO\XQGHUVWDQG,GRQ¶WXQGHUVWDQGDORWRILW
He said, µ200 years from the day I die the selfish smiling fool and the selfish frowning
IRRO ZLOO ERWK EH WKRXJKW WR EH ZLVH«¶ 200 years from my death. And that is
incredible, for someone to write that. Think about it.
MS

+H¶VDYLVLRQDU\ZULWHUDWOHDVWWKDW¶VRQHZD\RIGHVFULELQJKLP

MES But he was writing during the Napoleaonic wars. He was beaten up by a bloke from
:DWHUORR«,W¶VVWLOOUHOHYDnt today.
MS

What about contemporary l\ULVLVWWKHQ,W¶VDOZD\V EHHQWKHFDVH,WKLQNWKDW ORWVRI
O\ULFLVWVGRQ¶WUHDOO\ERWKHU2DVLVDQG&ROGSOD\MXVWVHHPWREHLQWHUHVWHGLQILQGLQJ
words that rhyme. Do you think there are good contemporary lyricists out there ? Are
theUHDQ\SHRSOH\RX¶UHLQWHUHVWHGLQ ?

MES ,GRQ¶WNQRZUHDOO\

Very long pause.
MS

I mean, for example, I like a lyricist called Nigel Blackwell. Have you heard of him ?
Half Man Half Biscuit ?

MES ,KDYHQ¶WQR,GRQ¶WUHDOO\NHHSXS
MS

So are there no contemporary lyricists you like ?

MES Yeah, there are some good ones.
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MS

<RXVD\LQWKHERRNWKDW%RE'\ODQFDQ¶WZULWHIRUWRIIHH,VWKDWDMRNHRUZKDW ?

MES 1RLW¶VQRW,ZDVQ¶WFULWLFLVLQJKLP7RPH'\ODQLVELEOH
MS

7KHUH¶VDORWRIUHOLJLRXVLPDgery in there.

MES 7KDW¶VULJKW%XWLW¶VGLVJXLVHGDVGHDGEHDW7KDW¶VWKHRQO\WKLQJ,ILQGRIIHQVLYH
MS

%HFDXVHKH¶VDQRWKHUZULWHUZKRXVHVDSKRULVPV

MES 7KDW¶VULJKWKHJHWVWKHPIURPWKHROGWHVWDPHQW,I\RXWKLQNDERXWLW,¶PWKHVRUWRI
person ZKRORRNVDWWKLQJVOLNHWKDW'RQ¶WWKLQN,GRQ¶WHQMR\VRPHWKLQJOLNHWKLV>WKH
HYHQW@EHFDXVH,GR%HFDXVHSHRSOHLQWKHPXVLFEXVLQHVVMXVWWKLQN,¶PRIIP\QXW
<RX NQRZ ZKDW ,WKLQN WKHUH¶V D ORWRI SVHXGR-poetry. People who just get rhymes
out of ERRNV,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKDW¶VSRHWU\DWDOO7KDW¶VWKHSUREOHP
MS

:HOO,VWLOOWKLQNWKDW¶VWKHSUREOHPZLWKJURXSVOLNH&ROGSOD\DQG2DVLV

MES Why ?
MS

,MXVWWKLQNILQGLQJZRUGVWKDWUK\PHLVQ¶W±

MES How do you know that "<RXGRQ¶WNQRZWKDW0D\EHWKDW¶VKRZWKHLUEUDLQVDUH

Gets a laugh.
MS

:HOO\HDK,¶PVXUHWKDW¶VWKHFDVH

Gets a laugh.
,VWKHUHDQ\WKLQJPLVVLQJRXWRIWKHERRNWKDW\RXZLVK\RX¶GLQFOXGHG
MES 7KHUH¶VORDGVRIVWXIIEXW,KDYHQ¶WJRWWLPH
MS

You left stuff out about Tony Wilson, out of respect for the family.

MES I left a lot of stuff out.
MS

Has enough time passed now ? Is it fair to talk about it ?

MES 7KHPDLQWKLQJLV,¶PMXVWJODGSHRSOHHQMR\HGLW
MS

,W¶VKDGJRRGUHYLHZV

MES 7KDW¶V QRW WKH PDLQ WKLQJ , ZRXOGQ¶W OLNH WR OLYH LQ WKH ERRN ZRUOG 7KH ERRN¶V
FRPLQJRXW0D\WKHQ LW¶VFRPLQJRXWLQ1RYHPEHU7KHQ LW¶VFRPLQJRXW-XQH,W¶V
XQGHUVWDQGDEOHZK\WKHUHDUHQ¶WDORWRIJRRGZULWHUV,I\RXUHOLHGRQWKDW\RX¶GEH
starving to death.
MS

7KHUH¶VWRRPXFKVWXIIEHLQJSXEOLVKHGIRUVWDUWHUVWKDW¶VQRWRIVXIILFLHQWPHULW

MES Well, I agree with you on that.
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MS

:H¶UHFRPLQJWRWKHHQGRIWKLVSDUWRIWKHHYHQLQJDQGZH¶UHJRLQJWRRSHQLWXSWR
WKHDXGLHQFHEXW,MXVWWKRXJKW,¶GVKRZ\RXDQRWKHUFOLS

MES 2K,ZKDW¶VWKLV ?

Big laugh.
MS

Wait and see.

The sequence from Ideal is played where ME S plays Jesus Christ.
MS

,W¶VDJUHDWFOLSWKDW0DUNKRZGLGLWFRPHDERXW ?

MES The main thing about Ideal is, it was supposed to be about drug dealers and stuff, and
they made that character up ±
MS

The reason I showed that was for a serious point.

MES :KDW¶VWKDW ?
MS

Well ±

MES ,W¶VDVWUDQJHWKLQJ0RVWRIWKHILOPVFULSWV,JHWJLYHQ,MXVWJHWULGRIDERXWRI
the script. Like 24 Hour People, I was in there for 9 pages. By the time I got through
ZLWKLW,MXVWVDLGµ+HOOR¶

Big laugh.
µTony can you get us a key.¶
MS

:KDWGR\RXWKLQNDERXW7RQ\LQFLGHQWDOO\«

MES 7RJHWEDFNWRWKHTXHVWLRQ, VDLG,¶GGR LW EHFDXVH,XVHGWRNQRZSHRSOH YDJXHO\
OLNH WKDW , JHWRIIHUHG D ORW RI ILOPV EXW E\ WKH WLPH , JHW WKURXJK ZLWK LW« :KHUH
some people tend to write more for themselves ±
MS

You right less.

MES Yeah.
MS

The reason why I showed it is simply this, have you read the book The Fallen by
Dave Simpson ?

MES 1R,¶YHVHHQELWVRILW
MS

He seems to want to put you across as a David Koresh-style cult leader.

MES Do you get that impression ?
MS

<HDKWRDFHUWDLQH[WHQW«[to audience] actually, is he here tonight ?

Audience shouts out, µKHZRXOGQ¶WG are¶.
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:HOOPD\EHKH¶VQRWWKHQ%XWWKHUH¶VDORWRILWDERXWthe deification of rock stars.
%RQRWKLQNVKH¶VWKHVHFRQGFRPLQJ
MES :KDW¶VWKDWJRWWRGRZLWKPH ?
MS

Well, if people keep saying something about you, is there a temptation to believe the
hype ?

MES :HOOWKHWKLQJDERXW)DOOHQWKHWKLQJDERXWERRNV\RX¶YHJRWQRFRQWURORYHUWKHP.
,W¶VQRWOLNHUHFRUGVVODSWKHPGRZQE\IDLUPHDQVRUIRXO:KDWPDGHPHODXJKZDV
the amount of time and energy he spent doing that.
MS

I think he cracked up towards the end.

MES They always do.
MS

He blames you I think.

MES Of course he does. They always do. Same with producers. It happened last week.
MS

What happened last week ?

MES (QJLQHHUVFUDFNXS,GRQ¶WNQRZZKDWLWLV%XWWKHILUVWWLPH,PHWWKDW fella [Dave
Simpson], he was working for The Guardian, I got him drunk, which is an old trick,
DQGKH¶VDVNLQJPHDOOWKHVHTXHVWLRQVDERXWDQG,VDLG\HDKZH¶YHJRWDQHZ
LP out called Reformation, have you not heard it ? And he said, yes I have, but what
about when you said in 1983 ± a bit like you really.

Gets a laugh.
And this went on for an hour or two, then he started crying.

Gets a big laugh.
$IWHUIRXUSLQWV+HVDLGWKDWKH¶GEHHQJLYHQDFRQWUDFW,IKHFRXOGJHWWKHGLUW\RQ
me KH¶GJHWKLVRIILFHEDFNZKLFKKH¶GORVW
MS

And that was the deal was it ?

MES <HDKLIKHJRWWKHGLUW\RQPH«6R,JRWLQWRDWD[LDQG,VDLGµVHH\RXODWHU¶DQGKH
UDQXSWRWKHWD[LDQGVDLGµ,¶PJRLQJWRUXLQ\RX¶DQGDOOWKLV$QG,VDLGµJREDFNWR
TopOLS¶RUZKHUHHYHULWLVKHFRPHVIURPDQG,WKRXJKWWKDWZRXOGEHWKHHQGRILW
MS

Well, you thought wrong then.

MES :HOOLW¶VLQWHUHVWLQJ,NQRZWKDW
MS

Ok, well I think we should open it out to the audience. Now, I think you know, when
this event was originally planned, I put something on one of the Fall websites for fans
to send questions in, which they did. I have to be honest, most of them were mad. I
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ZLVK ,¶G EURXJKW LW ZLWK PH EXW WKH VWUDQJHVW RQH ZDV VRPHWKLQJ OLNH µFDQ \RX DVN
Mark where he gets his hair cut, how much he pays for his haircut, what he asks for
when he gets his hair cut, and what he talks to the barber about.¶
MES I was going to ask you that.

Gets a big laugh.
MS

,GRLWP\VHOI0DUN«5LJKWWKHILUVWTXHVWLRQ&KULV Goodhead.

Chris Alright Mark. My question is, do you believe in God and if so, is he a Fall fan ?
MES ,FDQ¶WVHHZKHUH\RXDUH:KHUHDUH\RX ? Do I believe in God ? Yeah.
MS

Why did you ask the question incidentally ?

Chris I wanted to win a free ticket.

Gets a laugh.
MS

This next one is a question from 3HWHU/D]HOO EXWKH¶V QRWKHUe VR,¶OODVN LWµMark,
some lyrics appear to be inspired by dreams. Some authors (eg. Clive Barker) have
claimed to keep a notebook at the bedside so as to be able to quickly note anything
vivid on waking. Is this a technique/method you have ever used? A no or yes will
VXIILFH EXW ZRXOG DSSUHFLDWH GHWDLO 5HJDUGV 3HWHU¶ Do you do that? Do you have
vivid dreams?

MES Do you ?
MS

I do yeah.

MES What kind of dreams do you have?
MS

Well, I had a dream the other night that there was a civil war in a South American
country and there were two tribes : The Dimblebys and the McGanns ±

MES The brothers off the telly ?
MS

Yeah, they were genetically modified.

MES ,WKLQN\RX¶YHJRWDSUREOHP

Gets a huge laugh.
What country in South America ? Bolivia ?
MS

Somewhere like that. It was a dream. It was an invented country.

MES An invented country ?

Big laugh.ME S shakes his head.
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MES ,KDYHWKHXVXDOGUHDPV<RXNQRZWKHRQHVZKHUH\RX¶UHJRLQJWRVchool. Or going
WRDVKRZDQGLW¶VEHHQFDQFHOOHG
MS

I have dreams like that.

Gets a big laugh [Mark cancelled the first literary gig arranged in March as he had broken
his hip].
MS

You must dream about being on stage a lot. Does that happen ?

MES Not really no.
MS

Do you still get just as big a buzz being on stage ?

MES Yeah I do. But only because you can spend two months in a recording studio, then
you get it in ten minutes on stage. Even if the audience is walking out. [audience
laugh] I feel sorry foUJURXSVWKDWGRWKHVDPHVHWDOOWKHWLPH,GRQ¶WNQRZKRZWKH\
do it. It must be a lot of physical and mental strain.
MS

This next question is from Rik Neace in Chicago, a lot of the questions came from
America. You must have a big fan base there. When you tour America, do you notice
that?

MES <HDKWKHUH¶VDELJIROORZLQJ
MS

$Q\ZD\WKLVLVIURP5LNDQGKHDVNVµZKDWLVWKHPHDQLQJRULGHDEHKLQGWKHDOEXm
WLWOHµ,PSHULDO:D[6ROYHQW¶"¶

MES I did Reformation, and I did Fall Heads Roll, and the album before that, and I wanted
something that would glue it altogether, the fourth LP of the tryptych.
&RXOGQ¶WKHUHWKHUHVWRIWKHDQVZHUKHUH
MS

Ok, next question is from 0D[&ROH/RYHODQG2KLRµ+HOOR0LFKDHO,¶PDKXJHIDQ
IURPWKHVWDWHV«VHHQWKH)DOOWLPHVKHUHDQGZDUPHGXSIRUWKHPLQWKHHDUO\¶V
and almost got in a fight with the drummer ±

MES This is why the internet should be closed down.

Gets a laugh.
There should be a cull every 5 or 7 years.
MS

Well, this is the question. If AlbeUW&DPXVKDGQHYHUEHHQ«ZKDWZRXOGWKHEDQG¶s
name be?

MES $ORWRIWKHVHSHRSOHWKH\¶UHMXVWUHSUHVVHG*DQJRI)RXUOLNH\RXUVHOISUREDEO\<RX
know, µI remember 1985¶ 7KH\¶UH FORJJLQJ WKH QHW XS 7KHUH DUH SHRSOH ZKR DUH
genuinely interested in The FDOO,GRQ¶WUHDGLWRIWHQEXW,WKLQNLW¶VDEDGWKLQJ
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MS

%XWLVQ¶WWKDWDYDOLGTXHVWLRQ"

MES What?
MS

To want to know what you would have been called if not The Fall? [MES mumbles
something ± ,¶PQRWJRLQJWRJHWDQDQVZHU@2NZHOOOHW¶VRSHQLWXSWo the audience.
Any questions out there?

AUD How did you write Elasticman?

Gets a big laugh.
MES I hear what you¶re VD\LQJ,W¶VDMRNH,DSSUHFLDWHWKHMRNH
MS

Ok, good. Has anyone got a question they want an answer to ?

AUD Do you ever worry about becoming a national treasure ? Like Tony Benn 30 years
ago, everyone hated him.
AUD I wish you were my granddad.

Gets a big laugh.
MS

7KHUH\RXJRKHZLVKHV\RXZHUHKLVJUDQGGDG,¶GEHYHU\FDUHIXO0DUN

MES I get that a lot as well. I get fellas who pretHQG WKDW ,¶P WKHLU IDWKHU 6RUU\ QR ,
ZRXOGQ¶WZDQWWREHno.
AUD 'R\RXQRWIHHOWKDW¶VDOUHDG\KDSSHQLQJ
MES 0D\EHDELWWRRPXFK\HDK:KDW¶V\RXUQDPH ?
AUD Dave.
MES +HOOR'DYH,NQRZZKDW\RX¶UHVD\LQJEXW,WU\DQGJDXUGDJDLQVWLW
DAVE ,¶YH EHHQ D )DOO IDQ IRU GRQNH\¶V \HDUV 6RPHRQH JDYH PH 'UDJQHW DQG /LYH Dt the
:LWFK7ULDOV\HDUVDJRDQG,WKRXJKWZKDW¶VWKLVZHLUGVKLWWKHQJUDGXDOO\,FDPHWR
ORYHLW'RQ¶WJHWPHZURQJ,VWLOOWKLQN\RX¶re ace, but these days you get mentioned
on Radio 4 and you never did years ago.
MES ,W¶VWKHODVWWKLQJ,ZDQW
MS

7KDW¶VWUXHWKRXJKLVQ¶WLW5DGLRWKHEURDGVKHHWV

MES <HDK\HDK\HDUVDJRZHFRXOGQ¶WHYHQJHWDVKRZ,W¶VDYHU\ZHLUGWKLQJ,ILQG
that when times are hard people start getting more interested in The Fall.
MS

So now is a good time for you, in a recession.

MES [Laughing] half of my mates think that the credit crunch is a new type of snack bar.
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Gets a laugh.
MS

Ok, can we have another question.

AUD Mark, those brown bottles«

Tape is inaudable after this point. 7KH ILQDO TXHVWLRQ ZDV VRPHWKLQJ OLNH µKDYH \RX HYHU
wanted to quit "¶7RZKLFKKHDQVZHUHGµ\HDKVRPHWLPHLQWKHV¶
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